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(57) Abstract: An ink cartridge, comprising a locking member (4) 
having a claw part (4a) engageable with and disengageable from a 
recessed part (15) formed in an ink cartridge installation part and 
a spring (7)-energized valve element (6) installed in an ink supply 
port (3), always maintaining the closed state of a valve, and opening 
the valve when an ink supply needle is inserted to elastically press 
the claw part (4a) against the recessed part (15), whereby the need 
of a spring member for adding an installation feeling and support- 
ing a removal can be eliminated. 
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